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First-Class Battleships, a division which of
course includes the two superclasses. These
vessels have a displacement above 15,000
tons, with armor as heavy as the dread-
naughts and g-uns whose rang-e varies from
twelve to twenty miles. These vessels are
slow in movement, for their best speed is
from eighteen to twenty-two miles per hour,
but they are powerful in action. The caliber
of the guns is 8 and 10 inches.
Armored Cruisers, speedier than battle-
ships, in many instances as large, and fre-
quently as heavily armed. The displacement
is from 9,000 to 14,000 tons; their speed, not
far from twenty-five miles per hour. Their
armor is heavy. The caliber of the guns is
usually 10, 8 and 6 inches, but larger guns
are in prospect.
Protected Cruisers, vessels with light armor
plate, in length from 300 to 400 feet, and with
a displacement of 3,200 to 8,000 or 9,000 tons.
Their speed is nearly that of the armored
cruisers. Calibers of guns is 8, 6 and 5 inches.
Other Vessels. The naval equipment also
includes small cruisers for scout service,
torpedo boats and destroyers, submarines
and gunboats. Large and powerful airplane
carriers are recent additions to the service.
In the United States. The history of the
United States Navy is one of progressive de-
velopment from the "White Fleet" of the
latter part of the nineteenth century to the
large and efficient navy with which the nation
entered the World War in 1917. At that time
the Navy had several superdreadnaughts of
over 30,000 tons, and a large force of battle-
ships, cruisers, destroyers, and other craft.
The total tonnage of the American fleet then
was 894,889, slightly below that of France.
After the war demands for a larger navy
started an ambitious program of construc-
tion, which was halted when President Hard-
ing called the limitation of arms conference of
the powers to meet in Washington in 1921.
The results of that meeting have already been
described in this article. To bring the agreed
future tonnage of the United States to 525,-
000, nearly 400,000 tons of fairly effective
and a large number of obsolete ships had to
be destroyed. New vessels in process of con-
struction at the time were junked.
The United States in 1936, at the expira-
tion of the fifteen-year limitation of construc-
tion imposed by the Five-Power Treaty, pos-
sessed fifteen battleships, the newest of which,
the West Virginia, w&$ commissioned in 1923;
the oldest, the Arkansas, dates from 1912.
Heavy cruisers in commission numbered four-
teen f light cruisers, ten; aircraft carriers,
four; submarines, fifty-four; destroyers,
 seventy-two; mine-sweepers, twenty-nine;
submarine chasers, seventeen; and auxiliary
small craft to the number of about one hun-
dred. The Congress of 1935 approved an
ambitious building program, to result in a
few years in greatly augmented strength.
The President of the United States is the
commander-in-chief of the navy; he acts
through the Secretary of the Navy. Under
the naval establishment are many institutions
for the education and training of officers.
The United States Naval Academy, at Annap-
olis, is a school for officers. There are four
naval training stations, the one at Great
Lakes, 111., being the largest in the world,
capable of housing 40,000 future seamen at
one time.
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NAVY, department of the, one of the
executive departments of all maritime na-
tions. In the United States the office is in
direct charge of the Secretary of the Navy,
a member of the Cabinet of the President^and
responsible to that official, who is commander-
in-chief of the navy. The Secretary performs
such duties as the President assigns to him,
and has general supervision of construction,
manning, armament, equipment and employ-
ment of vessels. The salary of the Secretary
is $15,000 per year. See cabinet.
NAZ'ARETH, a small town in Palestine
about seventeen miles southeast of Acre,
famous as the residence of Jesus during the
greater part of his life on earth. It is beauti-
fully situated among hills dotted with fig
trees, olive trees and cypresses. The houses,
flat-roofed, are built mostly of limestone.
The convent of the Annunciation, built by the
Franciscans in 1620, is said to mark the site
of Mary's dwelling, but the only incontestably
unchanged and identifiable Biblical site is
the Virgin's Spring. The population, made
Up of Moslems, Orthodox Greeks, United
Greeks, Catholics, Maronites and Protestants,
numbers about 11,000.
NAZI-ISM, naht zie I'zm, the name of the
system of political and social beliefs
adhered to by the National Socialist

